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3 Bed 2.5 Bath

Hardwoods
Carpets
Rugs

LVP

Vinyl

Laminate

FAMILY OWNED
30+ YEARS!

925-284-4440

3344 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
Lafayette

lamorindafloors.com

LAMORINDA
FLOORS

COMPASS

Just Sold! 111 Northcreek Circle (Represented Seller)
1,683 Sq Ft  Sold for $970,000

Happy Summer!

Contact me any time for an
update on our current market.

Dana Reedy

JD | Broker Associate
415.205.8050
dana@danareedyhomes.com
DRE 01880723

UNIJEHPINNIHG

RENENLL CEONTRAETER LIE. BT

707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org

Building
Foundations

e Lifting

e Leveling

e Stabilizing
-}

WENERQL CENTRACTER
LIE. BETI2E

LIVING TRUST

*895

COMPLETE

Valid until August 3, 2022

INITIAL
CONSULTATION

FREE

Law Offices of
Lauren Smykowski

Plan Includes:

* Trust Agreement

* Pour Over Will

* Guardianship of Minor Children
* Power of Attorney for Finance

* Transfer of Real Property
 Advanced Health Care Directive

Notary Services Included!

(925) 257-4277
www.smykowskilaw.com
laurensmy@gmail.com

Office Located in Walnut Creek

Onndawoods Sirests

Image provided

By Sora O’Doherty

At the June 7 city council
meeting the council split 3-2
and as a result declined to
cancel its agreement with the
Orindawoods development to
maintain certain private
streets. Mayor Dennis Fay and
council members Darlene Gee
and Nick Kosla were opposed
to the proposed immediate
termination of the city’s
maintenance agreement for
Orindawoods. Although Vice
Mayor Inga Miller and Coun-
cil Member Amy Worth were
in favor, it was not enough to
carry the action. Since no af-
firmative action was taken to
cancel the agreement, it was
automatically renewed for an
additional five years, under
the terms of the agreement.
Fay suggested that during that
time the city explore ways to
adopt these streets as public
streets.

During the past decade,
the city of Orinda has been
under pressure from some
residents who live on private
roads to find a way to deal
with the situation under
which private road residents

pay the same taxes, including
the assessments for road
damage by garbage trucks,
but receive no help in the
maintenance of their roads.
Private roads advocate Steve
Cohn last November pointed
out to the council that its

~ agreement with Orindawoods

means that “the city can pro-
vide maintenance for roads
built on private property as
they provide a public benefit.”

That arrangement dates
back to June of 1992, when
the city of Orinda entered into
an agreement with Orinda-
woods under which portions
of the private streets in
Orindawoods would be
opened for public use and the
city agreed to maintain those
streets, namely, Village Gate
Road, Ridge Gate Road and
Watchwood Circle. At the
same time the city agreed to
accept responsibility for the
maintenance of the paved
surface areas of those streets,
including curbs and gutters
but excluding drainage, light-
ing, sidewalks and landscap-
ing.

In the beginning, there
was a lot of opposition to the
Orindawoods development,
that began in the 1970s. Ac-
cording to Dick Marchick, a
longtime resident and former
board member of the Orinda-
woods Homeowners Associa-
tion, members of the public
felt that the development,
which is a mix of attached
townhomes, small lot garden
homes, and regular single
family residences, would be
alien to the predominantly
single family residence milieu
of Orinda. However, the
Orindawoods Tennis Club,
which is open to residents
without charge beyond their
monthly HOA fees, and to
non-residents for a fee, has
proved extremely popular,
both with residents and non-
residents. Although some of

Rare Orinda city council split leaves Orindawoods
private road maintenance intact

the residences have very little
land, the overall development
features many acres of open
land.

During council discussion,
Worth argued that terminat-
ing the agreement with
Orindawoods would be fair to
other private road residents.
“We have such limited re-
sources to even pave public
roads,” she said, “and it is im-
portant to be consistent.” Fay
pointed out that Orinda has
been maintaining the roads
under the agreement for 30
years. He said that he does
not think that Orinda should
be creating any new private
roads, and offered a compro-
mise to accept as public roads
Village Road and Watchwood
Road down to the point where
it becomes Watchwood Court.

Kosla said he wasn’t
ready now to look into the is-
sue that deeply, but suggested
that by renewing the agree-
ment now, the city would
have five years to see what
they can work out before the
next time the agreement
comes up for renewal. Gee
agreed, stating that she does
not support the city’s current
policy on private roads, which
she feels is a very divisive is-
sue in the community. “I still
don’t see doing this as an act
that will save the city a lot of
money,” she added, “but it
would increase divisiveness.”

Miller said that the 30-
year continuance of the road
maintenance agreement with
Orindawoods “appears to be
an oversight.” Worth said that
she was not willing to con-
sider taking on the roads, and
found it interesting that the
council had not received any
feedback for the Orindawoods
HOA.

Without action by the
council, the agreement will
renew automatically at the
end of June and remain in
place for the next five years.

Many people think of insulation as
something homes in cold climates need to

keep houses warm in wint

er. Homeowners

may not see the value in adding insulation

to their homes and attics b

ecause of this

misconception. The truth is ALL homes
benefit from insulation because insulation

provides both heating and

cooling benefits.

* Attic And Crawl Space Cleaning
* Insulation Replacement

* Rodent Proofing
* Moisture Barrier In

Office - (415) 340-1841

Daniel - (209) 592-8618

stallation

Draft safety element available for
public review

By Sora O’Doherty

The city of Orinda has made
available for public review its

On every insulation project you get ducts

Asafelmadvi@gmail.com

www.attic-efficiency.com

License - #1089510

ATTIC

cleaning for free. Call today for free estimate.

EFFICIENCY

draft Safety Element and Vul-
nerability Assessment Report.
The draft, which was re-
viewed by the planning com-
mission on June 14, will be
reviewed by the city council
at its July 5 meeting. The
planning commission’s views
will be presented to the city
council at that meeting.

The purpose of a Safety
Element is to include safety
considerations in the plan-
ning and decision-making
process by establishing poli-
cies related to future develop-

ment. Part of the general plan,

the safety element identifies
natural and man-made haz-
ards that may result in per-
sonal injury, loss of life, prop-
erty damage, or environmen-
tal damage. All local jurisdic-
tions are required by state
law to update their safety ele-
ments every eight years.
Orinda’s safety element up-

City Council

| Regular Meeting:
Tuesday, July 5, 7 p.m. By Teleconference Only

————a

date will occur concurrently
with the housing element
update.

Orinda’s current safety
element provides a brief dis-
cussion of risks (including
seismic activity, landslides,
flood hazard, fire protection,
hazardous materials and
evacuation routes) and iden-
tifies guiding and implement-
ing policies. It has not been
substantially updated since
the city’s general plan was
adopted in 1987, but was last
amended in 2011 to incorpo-
rate policies related to the Lo-
cal Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Components of the safety
element address risks such as
wildland and urban fires, cli-
mate change adaptation and
resilience, flooding, earth-
quakes. The draft is available
for review at:
www.planorinda.com/safety-
element

ORINDA Planning Commission

Tuesday, June 28, 7 p.m. By Teleconference Only
Supplemental Sales Tax Oversight Commission
Wednesday, July 13, 6:30 p.m.

By Teleconference Only






